Quality teacher education is absolutely essential to the social and economic security of Australia. It is a well-known fact and backed by research that the most important factor in influencing student achievement is quality teaching. Furthermore, investment in teacher education not only increases the academic performance of students but also reduces the need for remedial programs. This resource gives teachers the opportunity to become familiar with our history since colonisation, and to understand that the impact of that history, in one way or another, affects the performances of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander students. Teachers who become more culturally competent are then able to effectively teach Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander students and provide an education that creates pathways to independence, employment and lifelong success. Increased understanding of and respect for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander histories, heritage and cultures by all teachers will play a major role in bringing about the accelerated improvement we are seeking.
The critical importance of education, particularly English literacy and numeracy, and the impact it has on improving the lived experiences of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples cannot be disputed. Whilst a degree of progress has been made in recent years, education systems and sectors, particularly schools, are failing far too many Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander students. Dr. Mark Rose calls it the 'silent apartheid'. In Rose's words, 'the "silent apartheid" is a knowledge or intellectual segregation that targets the "colonisation of the mind"'. As a result, non-Indigenous Australians ignore or dismiss and professional experiences in concert with extensive substantiated research. Their contributions to this book are a testament to the commitment that each has to signi cantly improving teacher education and subsequently the educational outcomes of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander students. I encourage you to read this book and learn from the depth of experiences brought together in this one publication; our people telling our story. 
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